Slovenský kopov
Slovakian Hound

By: Michael Schneider

A breed that is not known very well around North America and only made a name for itself outside its’ home country’s Slovakia and Czech Republic over the last twenty years or so. The Kopov is mainly known for its trademarks of having an excellent nose, being very fast and agile and an astonishing sense of orientation.  
Almost everyone that I tell about my tracking dogs “the Kopov” or Slovakian Hounds asks, a little sarcastically, how much my wife, and neighbours enjoy the hounds. Little do they know how pleasant and discreet these dogs are. Well behaved, very clean but alert when the need for a watchdog arises. All in all a well-rounded family pet and couch potato when permitted, but when duty calls, they are all game. 

Another beneficial trade is the careful baying of their prey. When I release them on a wounded bear they don’t blindly leap in to a “life or death” battle. The earlier mentioned speed and agility is in full display when they bay wounded animals, after a long and difficult wound-trail on the leash. 
We track wounded game in the Central Interior of British Columbia, Canada. The terrain is challenging with thick willow, alder, devils club, and windfall and yes, we have some open areas, swamps, creeks, rivers, and lakes to go through or around. Wounded game, especially bears tend to go in to the ugliest bush there is. Sometimes we have a bit of snow at the end of our moose, deer, and elk seasons. All these conditions are no problem for the Kopov. 
The female stands about 15” to 18” and the male 18” to 20 “ high. Their weight is between 30 lbs and 45 lbs.
